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TBILISI: CITY FOR EVERYONE?

In recent years, the values that defined Tbilisi's uniqueness have receded into the background. Economic
interests have come to the fore. The pace of life has accelerated, comfort is becoming a higher priority, and
at the same time, the facades, layouts, and contents of many unique buildings are changing. Today, we have
a chaotic city that is uncomfortable for both pedestrians and drivers. Today, we still have a choice - we stay in
the chaotic capital or we set priorities. Perhaps the most important thing is to understand that our home is not
just our house, our home is also the city where this house stands and coexists with other buildings and people.

We will discuss modern architectural challenges, achievements and problems of Tbilisi with the director of
the Czech Center in Thilisi, an architect Osamu Okamura.

Osamu OKAMURA, an architect, and educator focused on increasing the livability of cities, and its inter-
pretation. The Director of Czech Centre Tbilisi (2025-), formerly Visiting Professor at the Tokyo University of
Science (2023), and the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Architecture of the Technical University in Liberec
(2019-23), member of the Committee for Development of Urbanism, Architecture and Public Spaces of the
Prague 7 City District Authority (2015—-21). Chair (2019-21), and member (2021-22) of the Prague City Council
Committee for Art in Public Spaces. Curator of the final output of the European project Shared Cities: Cre-
ative Momentum, on better sharing in cities (2015-2019); series of animated films and Virtual Ritual theatre
performance. Program director of reSITE, an international festival and conference on more liveable cities
(2013-2017). Editor-in-chief of the professional architecture magazine ERA21 (2005-2012), now a member of
its editorial board. Since 2008, official nominator of the Mies van der Rohe Award (the European Union Prize
for Contemporary Architecture).

As a member of the board of trustees of the Czech Architecture Foundation (2015-2020), in 2018 he re-
ceived a Fulbright-Masaryk Award to study at the Chicago Architecture Foundation (now Chicago Architecture
Center), where he focused on programs for young people. He works with various media outlets and institutions
on architecture and urban planning interpretation. He collaborated with Czech Television on the documentary
series about contemporary architecture ProStory (2011) and with the Moravian Gallery in Brno on a series of
more than thirty Architectural Walks. His book City for Everyone: A Manual of Urbanism for Beginners, pub-
lished by Labyrint and illustrated by David B6hm and Jifi Franta, was awarded the DAM Architectural Book
Award 2022 and the Bologna Ragazzi: New Horizons 2021 award. Okamura was nominated as the 2014 New
Europe 100 outstanding challe nger from Central and Eastern Europe by ResPublica with Google and the
Visegrad Fund in cooperation with the Financial Times.
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Mr. Osamu, Thilisi always fascinates our with its
culture, art, and architecture of old neighborhoods.
Thilisi's architecture has gone through interesting and
diverse stages of development. In your opinion, what
stage is it at today?

The city of Tbilisi is in a state of disintegration. The
air is unbreathable. You can't get anywhere quickly.
The sidewalks are narrow and dangerous. You can't
cross the streets. Public transport has insufficient ca-
pacity for passengers during peak hours. Large parts
of the city are left to their fate, mostly without mainte-
nance, and are falling into disrepair. New development
projects that bring the necessary investments to the
city are not associated with adequate investments in
technical and transport infrastructure and in high-qual-
ity public space in their neighbourhoods, which is why
they further worsen the situation for their surround-
ings, parasitizing the city rather than bringing any im-
provement to it.

Danish urban planner Jan Gehl says that the city
should be completely safe for a ten-year-old child to
move independently. Is Thilisi like that? Or for retir-
ees? The bare fact is that our populations are gradual-
ly aging - how are we preparing our cities for the grad-
ual increase in the average age of our residents? Are
we trying to gradually remove barriers in the city, or
are we building them? And by that | mean both physi-
cal and social barriers.

The successful development of a city is the result
of the right strategy and policy. Let's talk about the

strategy of the urban fabric development plan...

At the heart of the idea of the city is the desire to
share physical space together, because our better
communication and cooperation leads to a higher
quality of life for the urban community as a whole. So,
from a planning perspective, it is completely simple:
Urban solutions that facilitate better communication
and cooperation across the entire urban population
are those that develop the com munity, support its
cohesion, stability, innovation, entrepreneurship and,
last but not least, diversity, which is vital for the re-
silience of the urban ecosystem against unexpected
challenges. We call such decisions city-forming, or
pro-urban.

Try to answer for yourself whether residential sky-
scrapers and residential complexes behind a gate fall
into this category, or income-diverse urban housing in
pedestrian neighborhoods with short distances and a
diverse mix of functions? Is better a spatially segre-
gated individual car transport, or highly comfortable,
capacious and affordable barrier-free public transport
with the right of way, within a multimodal transporta-
tion steet design?

Or let's look at it economically - and let's try to ad-
mit that Georgia is not among the richest countries in
the world: Is it smarter from a public budget perspec-
tive to allow the city to spread into the countryside in
the form of sparse suburban development, where the

A book - City for Everyone (cover).
6ogbo - ,Jomosdo yzgeobogob, (yos)
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cost of maintaining technical infrastructure per capita
is five times higher than in the city center? Wouldn't
it be smarter in the long term to invest in the revital-
ization of numerous brownfields within the city? What
economic loss does the hours of waiting of thousands
of drivers in ftraffic jams represent? Wouldn't it be
much smarter to invest in high-capacity tram lines, or
light rail, which can transport employees and students
quickly around the city at high capacities for a fraction
of the cost? And at the end of the day, we ask our-
selves - what is the quality of our life? Are we happy
in Tbilisi now?

Mr. Osamu, you were a long-time member of the
Committee for Development of Urbanism, Architec-
ture and Public Spaces of the Prague 7 City District
Authority. Tell us about the process of working on the
Prague Master Plan, the guiding principles. Share
your experience, for example, on ways to solve the
transportation issue, the concept...

The success of today's urban planning work is,
firstly, a qualitative analysis, involvement, communi-
cation, participation, and cooperation with real key ac-
tors in the city - state institutions, universities, cultural
institutions, investors, developers, and active citizens
- associations. And secondly the collection, analy-
sis, and interpretation of data as a basis for predict-
ing and shaping the development trends in a realistic
time horizon of the next twenty years. Both were the
basis for a joint search for consensus, shared vision,
and subsequent informed decision-making and prepa-
ration of the Strategical Plan of the City of Prague,
and of the subsequent concept of the master plan,
so called Prague Metropolitan Plan. Several rounds
of comments followed. The preparation of the new
Prague Metropolitan Plan began 14 years ago, and is
only now entering the final comments and — hopefully
this year — final voting stage. However, at the level of
construction of individual buildings, the Prague Build-
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The Prague Public Space Design Manual
3Fsmab bobmgsmmgdmago bogm z0b @0bs0b0b bobgenddmzs6 genm

ing Regulations are already very effective, providing
solutions to urban issues such as the disintegration
of the city structure and the economic, environmental,
and social ramifications thereof.

And last but not least, at the level of creating qual-
ity public space, based on good practice from Vienna,
Amsterdam, Munich and Zurich, the Prague Public
Space Design Manual was prepared, which is a very
instructive and concise guide for any new investments
in public space. It is full of photographs and drawings,
good and bad examples, so that it is as understand-
able as possible. | would highly recommend that Thilisi
residents and architects browse through it, if only for
inspiration. That is something that we can easily and
happily share with you right away.

Let's talk about public participation in architectur-
al processes. How active and critical should modern
Thbilisi residents be in relation to architectural process-
es?

None of the four documents mentioned above
would have ever been created if it had not been for the
transformation of the post-communist Prague Devel-
opment Department into the current Prague Institute
of Planning and Development (IPR Prague), associ-
ated with a complete generational change. Initially, it
was a political initiative of the enlightened young may-
or Tomas Hudecek, a social geographer by profession
specializing in regional development, in cooperation
with an invited group of sixty experts of the so-called
Metropolitan Sounding Board. The independent advi-
sory body for the territorial development of Prague has
become a bridge between politicians, the professional
public and the people of Prague since 2012. Although
the group was dominated by architects, there were
also representatives of other professions: a cultural
anthropologist, a sociologist, an architectural histori-
an, a documentary filmmaker, a developer, a publisher
or a priest, and several representatives of non-gov-

ernmental organizations. It was a long journey from
there, but today IPR Prague has an entire department
for public participation.

| always say that when | visit any new city for the
first time, after five minutes | can tell if the city func-
tions well as a community of its inhabitants, able to
meet, negotiate, organize and cooperate. It is also
about the willingness to devote your free time and
energy to your city. If you see your future and that of
your children in your city, interest in your surroundings
is not such a pain for you. But if you don't like your
city, you resign yourself to it, or even try to escape
from it, you don't want to invest your time in it. And
well-intentioned constructive criticism is undoubtedly
a sign of interest. But as the Icelandic comedian and
briefly mayor of Reykjavik Jon Gnarr says, love is not
in words, but in actions. Both my work in Prague Met-
ropolitan Sounding Board, and in the Committee for
Development of Urbanism, Architecture and Public
Spaces of the Prague 7 City District Authority, were
pro bono, out of my professional interest, and person-
al passion for my city.

They were also the reason why | wrote a book on
urban planning for beginners, for the general public,
for young people of all ages. | called it City for Every-

one. Such a city does not exist, nor can it exist. But
that does not mean that we should not strive for it.
Here in Thilisi, but also anywhere else. And | would
be happy if you could help me a little with it. Tbilisi
deserves it, and so do you.

— Investment in construction is linked to the eco-
nomic development of a country or city, but in a num-
ber of countries, including my own, moves aimed at
achieving economic gain have proven detrimental to
architecture...

Investors are not to blame, private investments are
lifeblood for the city. Let's admit that if anyone is failing,
it is more likely the city government, but we, architects,
are too. We know how it should be done correctly.
Just look at Vienna or Amsterdam. Or even better, to
Prague, where we went through a similar experience
of post-war Soviet occupation and economic and cul-
tural impoverishment. | invite you to visit in person the
Prague CAMP - Center for Architecture and Metropol-
itan Planning, an information and participation hotspot
for Prague architecture and urbanism, which aims to
improve public debate about the city. Similar centers
you can find now also in Brno, and Ostrava.

— And finally - Tbilisi: City for Everyone?

Not yet there. But let’s go for it. Right now

Prague CAMP - Center for Architecture and Metropolitan Planning
3moob CAMP - 5650578 amabs oo 8g8mm3menaBgbob o938 980l (396800
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https://cityforeveryone.info/
https://cityforeveryone.info/
https://praha.camp/en/plan-your-visit
https://praha.camp/en/plan-your-visit
https://kambrno.com/
https://www.mappaostrava.cz/about-mappa/
https://iprpraha.cz/assets/files/files/b96e4130187732b871140c77200a4d32.pdf
https://iprpraha.cz/en/metropolitan-plan
https://iprpraha.cz/assets/files/files/3d3b999a7bc783442d3b1ebc58eb833a.pdf
https://iprpraha.cz/assets/files/files/3d3b999a7bc783442d3b1ebc58eb833a.pdf
https://iprpraha.cz/assets/files/files/baa0012499e8264b1a66a7854e6c289c.pdf
https://iprpraha.cz/assets/files/files/baa0012499e8264b1a66a7854e6c289c.pdf
https://iprpraha.cz/en/
https://iprpraha.cz/en/
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Nové Butovice
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Strategic Plan of the City of Prague.
One of the many events of the Center for Architecture
and Metropolitan Planning
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Location: Okrokana, Tbilisi, Georgia
Author: TIMM Architecture
Photographs: Grigoriy Sokolinsky

What happens when the wall disappears
and architecture becomes the boundary?

Located in the hillside district of Okrokana
overlooking Thilisi, the House of IronDoors
reinterprets the typical residential condition of
the area through an architectureof enclosure
and controlled openness. The surrounding
neighborhood is characterized by individual
houses hidden behind high perimeter fences,

creating a fragmented streetscape defined more by walls than
by architecture. Instead of replicating this condition, the proj-
ect proposes a different strategy: the house itself becomes
the perimeter. The building forms a protective architectural en-
velope that encloses the site and generates a private interior
landscape.

The street fagade appears as a continuous rusted steel sur-
face punctuated by asequence of large perforated iron doors.
These pivoting panels function as a dynamic environmental
and spatial filter. When closed, the fagade reads as amonolith-
ic metal screen, offering privacy and protection from the street.
When opened, the panels transform the building into a porous
structure that allows light, air, and views to penetrate the interi-
or spaces. The perforations create constantly shifting patterns
of light and shadow throughout the day, giving the otherwise
solidenvelope a sense of movement and temporal variation.

Behind this outer layer, the house organizes its spaces
around an inward-oriented courtyard. All primary living areas



https://www.arch2o.com/tag/grigoriy-sokolinsky/

are directed toward this internal garden rather than
toward the surrounding streets and neighboring plots.
This strategy allows the interior to maintain openness
and transparency while preserving privacy from the
outside. The courtyard becomes the spatial and en-
vironmental center of the house, providing daylight,
greenery, and visual continuity across different levels
of the dwelling.

The ground level contains the main living spaces,
including the living room, dining area, and kitchen, ar-
ranged in a linear sequence along the courtyard edge.
Large sliding glass openings allow the interior to ex-
tend directly into the outdoor garden.

Above, the private rooms continue the same spa-
tial logic, maintaining visual connections to the inter-
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nal landscape while remaining protected by the outer
metalskin.

A secondary layer of exterior panels functions as
adjustable sun-shading devices for the interior rooms.
These movable elements regulate daylight and reduce
solar gain while simultaneously shaping the visual
identity of the building. Their rhythmic placement along
the fagade establishes a strong architectural character
that changes depending on their position and the angle
of the sun.

Material choices reinforce the dual character of
the project. The exterior is defined by weathered steel
surfaces that emphasize solidity and durability, while
the interior spaces are deliberately calm and minimal.
White walls, light floors, and restrained detailing create

bright, quiet environments where natural light becomes
the primary architectural element. The filtered sunlight
passing through the perforated screen produces soft
patterns that animate the interior throughout the day.
The lower level contains auxiliary functions including
parking and technical spaces,while the upper level in-
corporates additional amenities such as an indoor pool
and terrace areas that extend the living environment ver-
tically. These spaces maintain the same relationship with

light and enclosure that definesthe rest of the house.

By transforming the traditional boundary wall into
an inhabitable architectural element, the House of Iron
Doors challenges the typical relationship between house
and enclosure in Thilisi’s suburban districts. Rather than
separating architecture from the street with fences, the
building itself becomes the protective edge of the site,
creating a controlled interior world where light, privacy,
and landscape are carefully orchestrated.
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This single-family residence in Okrokana reinterprets
the fence-dominated suburban fabric of Tbilisi through an
inward-looking typology, transforming the house itself into
a protective perimeter that generates light, privacy, and
spatial generosity from within.

Located in a hillside residential area on the outskirts of
the city, the site is part of a neigh borhood characterized
by narrow streets, small plots, and tall perimeter fences.
Although Okrokana is considered a prestigious district due
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to its elevated position above Thilisi, its spatial reality is often defined
by enclosure rather than openness. The plot was surrounded on three
sides by neighboring walls and bordered by the street on the fourth,
resulting in a complete lack of outward views and limited daylight
access.

Rather than attempting to open the house toward its constrained
surroundings, the project approached these conditions as an
opportunity to propose an alternative residential model. The house
was conceived as an ,inverted house,” a typology that reverses the
conventional relationship betweend welling and enclosure. Instead of
placing the building behind a fence, the architecture itself becomes the
perimeter. The house wraps around the site, enclosing it and directing
all primary spaces inward.

Along the street, the building is slightly recessed, eliminating the
need for a separate fence and softening the boundary between public
and private space. The spatial organization is structured around two
gardens: an inner courtyard that functions as the true heart of the house,
and anouter garden that mediates its relationship with the street.

The main living spaces - entrance hall, living room, and kitchen - are

oriented toward the inner courtyard, transforming it into an open-air central
hall. A suspended swimming pool spans across this void, creating a covered
outdoor space below while visually connecting the upper levels. Sectionally,
the building rises to three floors at the rear and appears as a single-story
volume toward the street. This variation allows for a double-height living
area and the insertion of intermediate half-levels, generating agradual and
fluid spatial sequence.

Materiality reinforces the project’s inverted logic. The fagade facing
the street is clad in charred wood, at\raditional technique historically used
to protect timber from weathering. Here, it forms a dense and protective
outer shell. Inside the courtyard, this dark envelope gives way to natural,
untreated wood, introducing warmth, texture, and tactility. The interior
spaces are finished entirely in white, allowinglight, proportion, and spatial
relationships to define the atmosphere. This gradual transition - fromcharred
wood to natural timber to abstract white - creates a sequence of spatial
dematerialization, emphasizing the movement from exterior to inner core.

By redefining the role of the fence as inhabitable architecture, the project
proposes a new domestic typology for dense suburban conditions. Rather
than resisting its constraints, the house internalize them, transforming
enclosure into a spatialasset. Through its inward orientation, layered
organization, and material transitions, the project constructs a protected
yet expansive domestic world - one that builds its richness from within.
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TERRBACOTTA
VERTICAL -
INTERPRETATION
OF JAPANESE
AESTHETICS WITH
A PANORAMA OF
TBILISI

Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
Total Area: 200 sq m
Author: Nino Gogilidze

From the Author: With sweeping views of
Thilisi and the Tbilisi Ethnographic Museum, a
200 m? duplex with a terrace was designed as
an architecturally thoughtful, art-integrated res-
idence. The project took almost two years to
complete. The process was carried out from start
to finish with a focus on details and full authorial
involvement.

DOMINANT - STAIRCASE SPACE

The entrance to the house begins with a dis-
tribution hall, which is directly connected to the
staircase. It is this vertical that determines the
identity of the entire interior. The railing, made in
terracotta color, is covered with decorative tex-
tured slats. Its material depth emphasizes the
calm and strength of the space. Clay lamps - au-
thor's works - are suspended on the central axis
of the staircase. Their surface is processed us-
ing the same technique that is found on most of
the walls of the first floor. Light here is no longer
a functional element; it is a continuation of the
architecture.

THE LAYOUT OF THE SPACE

The hall divides the space into two directions.
On the left - the kitchen. On the right - the liv-
ing room. Both spaces open to panoramic views.
The living room opens up to a cascading relief - a
rare perspective that, despite the mountainous
topography of Thilisi, is distinguished by its spe-
cial visual dynamics. The internal and external
environment are in dialogue. The view is a com-
posite part of the interior.

THE DISCIPLINE OF SURFACES

Unites the first floor with a textural contin-
uum. Mineral-based decorative plaster, nat-
ural multi-layered wood floors and veneered
doors create a calm, tactile atmosphere. An
Italian-made movable wall adds flexibility to
the space. Function is integrated into form,
form into material. High-quality ceramics and
plumbing are used in the bathrooms, where
detail is perceived as part of the discipline, not
as decoration.

JAPANESE INFLUENCE

The aesthetic foundation of the project is
inspired by Japanese philosophy. The princi-
ples of wabi-sabi - accepting imperfection, re-
specting the traces of time, and harmony with
natural materials - have become a structural
part of the interior.

Japandi’s minimalism here is not a trendy
gesture. It is an ethic of space - precision with-
out excess.

ART INTEGRATION

The mirror frame above the console in the
entrance hall was created in collaboration with
a metal sculptor. The object goes beyond an
architectural detail and becomes part of the
identity of the space. The shelves in the recep-
tion area are made by a sculptor. Functional
elements create a sculptural rhythm.

LIGHTING SCENARIO

The interior is designed with multi- scenar-
io lighting. The perception of space changes
throughout the day - intensity and color tem-
perature create different atmospheres. Light is
an architectural tool here.

TRUST AND AUTHORSHIP

This project was built on trust between
the client and the designer. The direction was
clear, and the creative interpretation was free.
Ultimately, the space transcends function. It
is a complete, balanced, and internally silent
environment - a home that is the result of ar-
chitecture and art.
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RESIDENTIAL HOUSE ON GAZAPKHULI STREET

Location: Thilisi, Georgia
Autor: Nino Gogilidze

From the author: This residential building
located on Gazapkhuli Street is a synthesis of
modern interior design and individual design vi-
sion. The main goal of the project was to create
an aesthetically pleasing, functional, and at the
same time unique living environment that ex-
pressed its identity in every detail of the space.

The interior uses an lItalian-made movable
wall system, which provides flexible organi-
zation of space and allows for the creation of
different zones according to need. A special ac-
cent is created by the wall panels in the living
room and master bedroom, which add architec-
tural character to the interior and give the spac-
es a distinctive visual identity.

The entire floor of the house is laid with two-layer,
high-quality Euro-standard parquet, which adds cozi-
ness to the interior with its natural texture and warm
tones. The wood veneer surfaces ensure the harmo-
nious integration of natural materials throughout the
space.

In the bathrooms - Italian quality plumbing and mix-

ers, as well as premium class facing tiles - emphasize
the sophistication and high standard of quality of the
space.

The final character of the interior is especially
shaped by the lighting - here are presented both Eu-
ropean designer lamps, as well as individual lighting
units created specifically for this interior by a Georgian
designer.

Ultimately, the house is an aesthetically balanced
and original space, where modern design, quality fin-
ishing materials, and individual details create a unified,
harmonious environment.
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GEORGIAN
CARD JSC
HEAD
OFFICE

Location: Tbilisi, Beliashvili Street
Total area: 3,300 m2.
Author: Irakli Chkhaidze

From the author: The facility is a sep-
arate 6-story office building. The main
requirement of the customer was to ar-
range a modern office, where the spe-
cifics of the work of a multi-profile com-

pany would be maximally taken into account, with appropriate
front offices and back offices. Based on this, it was decided to
»zon“ the office spaces with an appropriate design. In order to
visually make the spaces intended for visitors more attractive
and efficient, they were decorated and equipped with modern
trendy materials (wall panels, magnetic track lights, furniture,
etc.), and a minimalist and working environment was created
in the back offices. Also, the new work environment introduced
here, the so-called The Agile system, which takes into account
new standards of group work, required specific planning. When
working on the office space, for greater comfort of employees,
more detailed development of common spaces was taken into
account, such as a cafeteria, terraces, spacious meeting spac-
es. Here it is possible to eat, relax, organize events, etc., which
creates maximum comfort and coziness for the employee. In the
territory adjacent to the office, in the green courtyard, there are
resting areas, stands for charging electric cars, etc. Overall, the
customer was very satisfied and the office is already operating
at full capacity.
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HOUSE ON THE
SUBURB OF THE
CITY

Location: Tskneti, Thbilisi
Author: Natia Kariauli

A residential building with an unusual interior
has been added to the outskirts of Tbilisi, in Tsk-
neti. The living space is built with unexpected ar-
chitecture and is intended for a young family with
three children - an older son and twin girls.

The living space, in agreement with the family,
was to be designed in a modern and simple style,
with colorful accents.

The author of the project, with his characteristic
unmistakable hand writing, created a cozy, com-
fortable and functional environment. The original
compositions of the interior significantly determine
its overall atmosphere. The entire space is full of
interesting themes, and this has become the main
artistic principle in its organization. Such an ap-
proach leads to exclusive inclusions in modern
stylistics and makes it necessary. As soon as you
get here, against the background of the created
exposition, you realize that today, the aesthetics
of a residential interior requires not only modern
forms and objects, it necessarily relies on char-
acteristic nuances, individual associations, which
are necessary to reveal the originality of the entire
space.
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LEVEL AMUR 2

rough decorative plaster, as well as reflected in mirrors
and certain pieces of furniture. On one hand, they serve

Location: Moscow, 2025 the same purpose of emphasizing the plasticity of the
Total area: 82 sq.m. interior; on the other, they enrich it with a complex tex-
Authors: Mikhail Novinsky, Polina Litomina, Mark Grishin. tured relief.

MNdesign studio The bedroom, by contrast, is designed to be highly

contrasting. It was necessary to incorporate a comfort-
able workspace for permanent use, while the clients
were aware of the conceptual contradiction in such a
decision. We took a radical approach by highlighting the
volume near the window with black light - if we could not
separate the workspace with furniture or walls, we would
divide it through a bold decorative gesture.

Expressive elements such as a handmade light fix-
ture above the dining table or custom ceramics empha-
size the distinctive character of the interior.

The interior of the apartment in the Level Amurskaya res-
idential complex was designed for a young couple with the
intention of creating a soft and enveloping atmosphere. To
achieve this, we used a warm and calm color palette and in-
troduced numerous rounded forms—both in the architectur-
al solutions and in the furniture elements. These techniques
»Cost us some blood“ during implementation, but ultimately
brought the desired softness and fluidity to the space.

Another important element is the amorphous, flowing
shapes applied in the common areas through deliberately
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OSHI IZAKAYA

Project team: ESENINS design studio — Kristina
Yesenina, Mikhail Yesenin, Alexandra Kozyreva, Ekaterina
Khoroshavina, Arman Kashkenov, Yulia Afanasyeva

Photographer: Sergey Volokitin

The interior of the OSHI lzakaya restaurant on
Petrovka Street, in Moscow, is an exquisite "casket"-like
space that blends Japanese tradition and European
aesthetics. Inspired by the image of the emperor's son,
who embraced European culture as his own and grew up

between two worlds, the concept is reflected in the details:
hand-painted murals, antique objects, noble textures, and
profound symbols of transformation. Despite its compact
size, the interior is filled with sophisticated materials—

from quartzite to marmorino (from concrete to antique,
lacquered chinoiserie-style facades)—and is designed so
that each area tells its own story, creating an atmosphere
of comfort, richness, and cultural dialogue. https://esenins.
com/en/




Forgotten Architecture -
What Remains of Us % DEL'GIN

On March 28, Decagon Gallery presented its first
physical exhibition at the Other Space Exhibition
Hall at the Museum of Modern Art Thilisi.

Forgotten Architecture — What Remains of Us
brings together photographers from 10 coun tries
across Europe and beyond whose work turns
toward abandoned architecture in Georgia.

Spaces once built as something essential,
filled with purpose and presence — today existing
in another form, suspended in the fragile moment
before they disappear completely.

This exhibition marks Decagon Gallery’s first
step into physical space. What began online now
unfolds within walls, scale, and presence — holding
attention on what still exists, quietly preserving what
has not yet vanished.
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WHO WE ARE

At Decagon Gallery, we see photography as a bridge between the seen and the unseen, a way of giving form
to memory, wonder, and imagination. Photography is our shared language of memory and imagination. Founded
by John Manno and guided with care by Curator of Artistic Programs Teona Machavariani, the gallery exists to
celebrate diverse voices and create accessible spaces where every photograph can shine.

https://www.decagongallery.com

For one day, the space held what was once built to last — now quiet, altered, and slowly disappearing.

What remains is not only the architecture, but the feeling of passing through it.

John Manno. Founder & Director Teona Machavariani. Curator of Artistic Programs
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https://www.decagongallery.com

John Offenbach, Abandoned Sanatorium 3,
United Kingdom

Hossein Fardinfard, Nameless 8, Iran

Ruud Scheerens, Memory of the Present, the
Netherlands

Aleksandre Tatevosyani, Morning in Tskaltubo, Georgia

| Hossein Fardinfard, Untitled, Iran

Leo Cook, Sanatorium Metallurgist, United Kingdom

Artists who participated in the exhibition: Tata Tchanturia, Georgia; Ralf Steinberger, Germany; Ga-
Hossein Fardinfard, Iran; Pablo Ferrari, Italy; Dimitri briele Breitenbach, Italy; Kseniia Sanna, Georgia; Ruud
Bourriau, France; Zakaria Chelidze, Georgia; Levan Scheerens, the Netherlands; Reginald Van de Velde,
Vaznareli, Georgia; Karin Odendahl, Germany; Temo Belgium; David Nadaraia, Georgia; John Paul Hill, Unit-
Kvirkvelia, Georgia; Jake Borden, United States; John Of- ed Kingdom; Tamas Vaskd, Hungary; Leo Cook, United
fenbach, United Kingdom; Jeroen Tall, the Netherlands; Kingdom; Aleksandre Tatevosyani, Georgia

Exhibition documentation by Merab Galashvili
95
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