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New Thilis
Hippodrome Plan
of development

Thilisi hippodrome will be one of the biggest ones
in Caucasus region and the only highest class com-
plex in Thilisi.

Via its parameters — it's multifunctional infrustruc-
ture, with total area of 32.8 hectares, which embodies
different thematic zones.

Sporting-demonstrative zone: includes 2500-
place open stand tribune.

Hippodrome field: is used for horse testing (used
for races) and includes race track which is 1600 meters
long. It is a unique valley compared to the Europe's

hippodromes, which can be used for races, as well as
for competitions.

Training-learning zone: consists of manege used
for professional learning of equestrianism and eques-
trian school, it also embodies closed tribune with 1 000
places. Nearby is placed the riding field.

Household zone: is used for private equestrians
and equestrianism. It includes 6 fully equipped stables,
veterinary clinic, with horse receipt point showers
(room for security, fire system, premises for outfits, barns
for oats and hay).

Special premises: parking, forge, irrigation systems.

Entertainment-playing zone: it is restaurants,
cafes, bars and totalizators' complex web, income from
those businesses will be used for hippodrome's activi-
ties and republic's equestrianism development. In future
we are planning to build additional stables and a 40
room hotel. Represented infrastructure will be of the high-
est standards and will give the ability to the equestri-
an sport lovers and professionals to engage in their
favorite hobby in better conditions. This is the new stage
for renaissance of the field and Georgian sport type.
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Center

Karvasla

Corporation Chemi Sakhli and con-
struction company Arci are building a
modemn trade center Karvasla to be locat-
ed in no 7 Tsotne Dadiani Street, at
about 140 meters’ distance from the
Central Railway Station.

The Trade Center will comprise 6
levels, housing a total of 400 commer-
cial units: shops, hypermarkets, beau-
ty salons, children’s rooms, cafes, restau-
rants, etc. Each unit will be equipped
with individual heating, air conditioning
and power supply systems. Trade Center
levels will be interconnected by hi-tech
escalators; there will be a dedicated
underground parking lot with the capac-
ity of 300 vehicles.

Trade Center will be launched in
May 2009.
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Aesthetical Development of Public Space

DAVID AGMASHENEBELI AVENUE

In October 2006 Thilisi Municipality issued a decree
on reconstruction of Rustaveli Avenue as a part of the
historical zone of the city.

The project was developed by Thilisi Public Space
Development Center, under direct supervision of its man-
ager Nato Pirtskhalava. The action is well underway;
full restoration of three buildings — no. 24, 26 and 28
in Rustaveli Avenue has been launched on the basis
of preliminary studies and laboratory research. In one
of the recent STYLE issues we dedicated an article to
the above project; now we already have an opportu-
nity to visualize for you the restoration process — an
immense creative effort, efficiency of which does not
need any further explanation.

The project started by Thilisi Municipality is grad-
ually expanding. It aims at supporting aesthetic devel-
opment of city public space, incorporating local archi-
tectural traditions and historically developed urban
forms.

As a first stage of this sequential project, Thilisi
Public Space Development Center (managed by Nato
Pirtskhalava) developed a spatial design plan for
Agmashenebeli Avenue. The plan implies architec-
tural and construction activities in the section of the
avenue from Marjanishvili Square to its crossing with
Tovstonogov Street, including landscape design, posi-
tioning of urban accessories, refurbishing of ground-
level facades and squares. While planning spatial
design of the area, the Center based its work on
research of existing archive materials. On these pages
you will find photos of the target district, project sketch-
es and interesting information on Thilisi architecture,

provided to us by academician Vakhtang Beridze and
Maia Mania, chief expert of Vakhtang Chubinashvili
Scientific Center of Georgian Art History and Heritage
Conservation.

Since 1817, German colonists founded several set-
tlements in Georgia (including two in Thilisi). One of
these, the so-called Tiflisser Kolonie, was established
in a place called Kukia, which covers present-day David
Abmashenebeli Avenue and adjacent districts. To the
both sides of Mikheil Street (the “ancestor” of David
Agmashenebeli Avenue) German colonists built small
residential houses, planted orchards and vineyards.
Rectangular shapes of these plantings as well as the
relief of old Kukia district influenced the configuration
of David Agmashenebeli Avenue and the neighboring
quarters later on. The Germans also founded sever-
al public gardens along Mikheil Street. In the streets,
belonging to the former Tiflisser Kolonie, one can still
easily find old one-storey houses with slim facades
and, sometimes, specifically decorated walls, built by
German colonists. Narrow, oblong courtyards of such
houses still retain the traces of orchards, planted by
German settlers.

Population of Tiflisser Kolonie included several archi-
tects, who had designed their own houses — Albert
Salzman, Leopold Bielfeld, Paul Stern, civil engineer
Joseph Ruks.

Some of Agmashenebeli Avenue buildings intend-
ed for reconstruction still retain certain historical value
— e.g. the hotel of Friedrich Wetzel family, designed
by Leopold Bielfeld, special in that the building also
housed a theatre. The three-level construction with a

mansard on top follows the traditions of German
baroque style. Building facade is amply decorated with
sculptural forms, including original column caps and rus-
tic ornaments. The main entrance is guarded by
winged atlantes.

Another building to note is Paul Stern’s house, built
in 1893 (present-day no. 128, David Agmashenebeli
Avenue). Here the architect followed local traditions of
residential architecture: Islamic and European ele-
ments of fagade decoration are combined with roofed
balconies, opening onto the courtyard. Thilisi tradition
of space organization is preserved in still another house,
located in no. 117 David Avmashenebeli Avenue and
built by Paul Stern in 1894; design of its facade, fac-
ing the avenue, represents a mixture of typically
European decorative elements. In 1892, Paul Stern
designed a house in no 91 David Agmashenebeli Avenue
— special feature of this building is its fagade with a
decorative frieze, balconies with laced banisters, con-
soles, etc.

Among the more important samples of green land-
scaping in David Agmashenebeli Avenue we can men-
tion the so-called Arto Garden. Unfortunately, this
place urgently requires redecoration, because this is
the only green zone in the densely populated area.

Generally speaking, the restoration zone contains
numerous buildings, interesting from the architectural
point of view. Rehabilitation of their ground-level facades
(e.g. refurbishing of display window frames, sign-
boards, outdoor lighting and other decorative details to
match the existing architectural background) will give
a new look to this old avenue.
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Mtatsminda Park:
A Magnificent Kingdom
Where Dreams Come True

In the beginning of the second half of the 19th
century, as the residents of Thilisi started to show
an interest in Mtatsminda’s upper plateau — espe-
cially during the hot days of summer — a group
of Thilisi entrepreneurs came up with an idea for
turning this spot into a suburban leisure center.
The project for the construction of a funicular was
discussed and approved in March of 1901.

Although this funicular operated for many years,
the chaos and difficult economic conditions which
beset Georgia after the fall of the Soviet Union
allowed the Mtatsminda tram to fall into a state of
disrepair. Accordingly, the vivacious life of the
Mtatsminda Culture and Recreation Park — the place
where city residents could go to spend a good
time and have a rest — was suspended. However,
eternally optimistic Kids Today has not lost hope
that the funicular and the Mamadaviti Plateau Park
will someday become one of the best sights in
Thilisi for the city’s residents and guests.

It has once again been decided to try to turn
the upper Mtatsminda area into a place where every-
one is happy and cheerful — a place where the
population of Thilisi, the residents of different
regions of Georgia and tourists from the wide world
over will be able to satisfy all of their needs, feel
exceedingly comfortable and make their dreams
come true...

Georgian magnate Badri Patarkatsishvili has
also long-supported this idea and finally decided
that the time was right to realize the plan that would
help turn Thilisi into a city which would once again
be charming and winsome for its habitants and
attractive for tourists.

The prime company that is building this park
is the “ Leisure Development Group.” This com-
pany will create a Georgian national brand, which
is very important, and extra items have been envi-
sioned which will turn Mtatsminda Park into one
of the best places in the city.

This project autor is architect Mamuka
Zviadadze, Artist - Muraz Murvanidze. This resi-
dential interiors designed by Nia Mgaloblishvili, la
Liparteliani, Sophio Shevardnadze.

The famous Georgian cartoon hero “Bombora”
(the big little shy boy who wants to learn) was
chosen as the host of the park.

Mtatsminda Park should be the biggest enter-
tainment park in the Caucasus and it should sat-
isfy the needs of entertainment-seekers of all ages.
In other countries, such kinds of parks are placed
on lowlands. Mtatsminda Park, however, is situ-
ated in a mountainous area above the heart of
the city and it should be quite accessible and easy
to reach. The territory of Mtatsminda is the best
ecological place for this kind of park.

Admission to the park will be free and a spe-
cial card system will be introduced to pay for the
rides. Guests will be able to buy these cards in
the park itself, as well as at different sales points
across Thilisi. It has been promised that the prices
for the rides will be reasonable and available for
everyone.

Mtatsminda Park is divided into three main
parts: the “Kid’s Zone,” the “Family Zone” and the
“Extreme Zone.” In each of these zones, guests
will be able to find different types of rides includ-
ing “Drop Towers,” “Merry-Go-Rounds,” “Ejection
Seats,” “Mini Flies,” “Bumper Cars” and more.

Another special feature of the park will be the
“Lava” roller coaster, which at 60 meters, will be
the largest of it's type in the world.

To ensure high security standards, all the rides
will be inspected by TUV (an international organ-
ization that aims to protect humans and the envi-
ronment against hazards coming from factories and
mechanisms of all kinds). According to a socio-
logical study, the park can expect to receive between
1.5 and 2 millions guests yearly. The opening of
one part of the park is planned soon. The Leisure
Development Group is planning the reconstruction
of the funicular and the cable car.

Mtatminda park project consultant Mr. John Ellis
extended his hospitality to Kids Today. He told us
many interesting things about the project. For instance,
most of the attractions are transported from Italy.
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We All Know...

Current construction activities, going on in Ajara, cause ambiguous — if we put it mildly — reaction. The
region, obviously relieved from absurd action and thought control, imposed by the local administration in the
near past, is shaking up and changing its image. But where do these innovations lead us?

Large-scale cleaning, landscaping, road mending, refurbishing, etc. processes are nothing but welcome.
However, these positive things are counterbalanced by desultory development of commercial construction, which
seems to be trying to catch up on the involuntary inaction of recent years. The resulting changes in the region’s
architectural image are really alarming — on the one hand, we have “singing” fountains, newly planted palm
alleys, cleared ponds, refreshed road and pedestrian walkway surfaces, newly-opened cafes and hotels — a
comforting tendency, showing that the local authorities have finally started to develop normal, population-friend-
ly living environment. But on the other hand there emerges a jungle of architectural monsters — large residen-
tial complexes by realty development companies, settlements of private houses growing wild in fashionable
resort areas without any backward thought about style integrity or even the quality of construction. Not without
a silent consent of the same governmental bodies, surely? The question is — why does this happen?

There comes to my mind the textbook truth about architecture reflecting the surrounding reality. Georgia
is now being built up anew. We all know that this process should represent a collective effort with systemat-
ic approach and integral, future-oriented strategy, but allow individual interests take over this bright goal any-
way. Why?

J301IL0S N365&M3S

KATE IGNATOVA
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A residential
house

Author of the residential construgtion is architect Mikheil
Vashakidze. Main accomplishment of the project is its close
connection with the surrounding space, the immediate envi-
ronment. The construction is very compact with main archi-
tectonic groups ingeniously connected with each other. Its archi-
tectural composition is rather original and harmonious. Volume
of the building, composed of diverse geometric forms, devel-
ops dynamically and flexibly. Unusual, light and uncomplicat-
ed roofing acts as a dominating exterior detail.

Interior of the house is connected with the outer world by
a range of glazed

surfaces, which expand its borders and let in a great deal
of sunlight and air. Constructional lightness of larger masses
is reiterated by minor design elements, decorative composi-
tions and accessories. The house breathes in unison with its
surroundings, offering its inhabitants a comfortable living envi-
ronment as well as the exciting beat of city life.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Urban Associations

Architectural complex Kalakuri (literally translated
as “urban”) was returned to the active city life as a
result of reconstruction. Interior of the building under-
went considerable changes conditioned by its diverse
functionality. At the time being, Kalakuri complex hous-
es a classical restaurant, a Lounge Bar, a disco club
and a so-called “Moroccan terrace” bar — areas with

totally different styles, designed by the same authors
— architects Irakli Lazariashvili and Giorgi Khvitia.

In the elegant, imposing environment of Kalakuri
complex, the authors created several original, comfortable,
aesthetically unique public spaces with uninhibited but
logical structure and enhanced functionality. In the inte-
riors, where all the details are developed with equal

skill and care, furniture and accessories are included

into the general associative structure, highlighting

expressivity of this or that space and increasing its charm.

Lighting, coloring, choice of decorations, flexible graph-

ics help define the distinctive character of each par-
ticular interior with surprising efficiency and ease.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Daaramairto...

This world, sheltered under big umbrellas looks littte and appealing like a
child’s toy. From there, oval stairs lead into a cozy basement cafe with com-
fortable and relaxing atmosphere and a bit more than that...

Cafe “Daaramarto” (And More Than That...), designed by architect Oliko
Maskharashvili and actress Nato Ebanopidze, is nestled in a narrow street in old
Thilisi. The place — a theater with its semi-transparent backstage world offers an
ongoing spectacle and invites visitors to just watch the show or join into the play
and become one of the key characters. Hot coffee, cream, fruits and salad served
under an umbrella on the terrace and accompanied by the sounds of music, com-
ing from the basement, seem especially succulent. The choice of dishes not just
tasty, but also aesthetically refined. The hosts seem to relish every detail and
weave it into the general canvas of the cafe atmosphere, striving to conform to
the requirements of taste and find unexpected design solutions.

Both on the terrace and in the basement, the authors have created an
impressive composition, where the integrity of space is balanced by modular
elements. Objects, constituting the general thematic scenario, surprise with their
outstanding individuality, leaving no place for impersonal accessories. Every detail
with its color, form, texture, positioning, diversifies the background simplicity of
the interior, highlighting the authors’ imagination and ingenuity.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY BESO GULISHVILI
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Symbolical Dimension of Classical Style

In one of the fashionable districts of Thilisi, in
Oniashvili Street, there stands a house designed by
architect Revaz Tkemaladze and realized by construction
company A-N Construction (construction works super-
vised by Tamaz Kavlashvili, David Kavlashvili and Irakli
Tkemaladze). The building is impressive and eye-catch-
ing. Its bulky and imposing exterior — repercussion of

classical style in the modern setting — stands out with
noble orderliness and lightness.

The author expresses his artistic identity through
modest realization of large architectural forms and mix-
ing of different trends, so that every architectural detail
acquires a special meaning and the the symbolical back-
ground of classical style is gently interrupted by taste-
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fully matched modern-style compositions.

Both exterior and interior structure of the house
have a very complex structure. By carefully consider-
ing all the aspects thereof, the architect succeeded in
creating a free-flowing, luxurious, comfortable and
peaceful residential space.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Contemporary Lithuanian Architecture

Architectural Studio “Vilius and Partners’

Vilius Adomavicius (director), Vida Vysniauskiene, Darius Ciuta, Nerijus Sadauskas, Vytautas Baltus

...Residential housing block in the outskirts of kaunas' old
town, designed by architects V. Adomavicius, V. Vysniauskiene,
D. Ciuta and N. Sadauskas is rare architectural try to convey
historical spirit by contemporary architecture instead of just friv-
olously copying historical form. Conceptual solution of houses'
volume connected 2 different building types into one unit, nev-
ertheless, creating space multiplicity inside the block which reflects
spontaneously evolving old-town spirit...

Almantas Bruzas, Statybu Pilotas, 2006/12

...One cannot escape a feeling that architects V.Adomavicius
and V.Vysniauskiene, deliberately or not, created rather a "1918-
1939 independent lithuania style" house, which embodies in
itself the best interwar kaunas's architectural features - beau-
tifully proportioned rectangular forms, tight connections with sur-
roundings, horizontal lines of glass openings. Decent architectural
ideas never date - out, it rebirths in new forms with new aes-
thetical nuances, new stylistics...
Statybu Pilotas, 2006/3

..It is really a modern classic box ? la Mies Van Der
Rohe, something between moderate functionalism, rounded ten-
dencies in the most recent design and somewhat brutal high-
tech, which means open engineering, pipes, air ducts, metal
beams et al...

Namas Ir As, 2004/7-8
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These quotations describe the activities of Lithuanian architectural studio "Vilius and
Partners”. Below we would like to introduce several constructions, designed by the Lithuanian
architects.

S house - Kaunas, Lithuania; Architects - Vilius Adomavicius ,Vida Vysniauskiene

The house in Kauko Alley, Kaunas, was designed by Vilius Adomavicius and Vida
Vysniauskiene; it is alive and real because it 'lives' in peace and quiet somewhere between
moderate contemporary style, modern retro and Japanese minimalism. All functional prem-
ises have been connected: the garage, the boiler room, storage premises, the living (almost
300 m2) and recreational spaces ( a private courtyard with a sauna, Jacuzzi, barbeque
terrace and mini-pool).

Patterns of Indian sandstone on the facade can be seen only from very close, and
they are changing when the observer is moving. The surfaces of the walls as if disap-
pear leaving only the highlights of dark brown structural plaster that repeat the support-
ing reinforced concrete structure (designed by N. Gircys).

There are Retro details of the 1960s: bubble patterns and butterflies around the house.
The key object on the ground floor is a huge green round 110 cm diameter fireplace with
handmade ceramic finish and a witty Art Nouveau tongue reaching the floor.

Inner spaces merge with each other: transitional spaces have no supports: they con-
nect the corridor, the sitting room and the recreational zone: glass partitions open the inte-
rior to the courtyard. There are two spacious balconies-terraces in the house. Colours,
materials and textures form a soft fabric: there are no plastered surfaces inside: every-
thing is covered by textile wallpaper. Wooden and leather furniture was designed by the
stars of classical modernism (Le Corbusier, Achille Castiglioni, Vico Magistretti, Peter Maly,
Pascal Mourgue and Louis Poulsen) as well as by Lithuanian designers specifically for
this house (V.Zabulionis, A. Straigyte and S.Gurciniene). All this creates the atmosphere
of a real home.

Sports and wellness center designed and built beside open tennis-courts in one of
the most attractive parks of Kaunas city - Azuolynas (Oakery). It is a hoary oak park sit-
uated in the city's center. East side of it bounds a zoo. At the west there is two-to-three
stories dwelling-house area, built at the beginning of the 19th century. And to the right of
Azuolynas's park there are Kaunas's sports hall, stadium, tennis courts and the Academy
of physical education. Azuolynas park is indrawn into town's list of heritage objects.

Previously the site beside tennis courts was occupied by stands for crowds with lock-
er-rooms below it. While built in the soviet period it didn't fit nowadays community require-
ments and also was technologically out of date. The necessity of new quality object emerged.

The choice of form, structure and trimming materials for the building was prompted
by the long and narrow, 100-eter long site, creating a potential problem of parking lot and
natural surroundings. To fit the lengthy and massive size tenderly into natural surround-
ings as well as not to shade the surrounding residential houses, the bulk of the building
was divided into several sections with the help of partitions, decoration materials and illu-
mination. Some of the rooms are designed as a box in the box - e.g. the hall, into which
the author has inserted rectangular guest and kitchen volumes with their own roofing.




Peculiar precept of boxes is used to compose all the areas,
which can be "read" through exterior glass walls. Sports and
wellness center with its hatched-dotted structure delineates the
margin between urbanism and natural park environment.
Poising in the air, the building does not cover park's prospects.

Glazed volume of the building is lifted to the first floor
level by the metal columns. The area below is used as a park-
ing lot and offices. The structure is framework with metal-rein-
forced concrete combined frames acting as main bearing con-
structions. The dimension of column net is 9 by 9.6 m. The
span between storey is monolith brim reinforced concrete slab.
The constructions, ventilation ducts and other engineering equip-
ment are openly exposed on the exterior. Ventilation and con-
ditioning equipment railed with metal grid is placed on the roof
hereby continuing the motive of "box formation”. Rain drainage
and sewerage stanchions, plunging baldly from the building,
are insulated and hidden from view by layers of thick-walled
ivory-colored plastic.

Cafe with a terrace is arranged at the east side, from
where the tennis games can be observed. Cafe is stretched
wide on purpose, with tables and settees lined along glass-
case of the building. Rails of the balcony are openwork trac-
ery made of metal grid and glass. Flooring is natural larch.

The suspended level contains gym and aerobics halls, chang-
ing rooms with saunas and Jacuzzis, medical facilities and con-
sulting rooms, a travel agency, a cafe, administration office and
tutor rooms. Interior decoration uses the minimum of "heavy"
materials and needless decor. Finishing materials are simple,
yet durable and environment-friendly. Key highlight of interior
space is the variety of changeable views, opening from the
windows.

Main entrance emerge of functional stairwell, rocketing form
causeway to vestibule straight through the slab. lllumination of
the ground floor stairwell is intensified so as to katch eye dur-
ing the sunless part of the day. Due to the excessive length
of the building, the passage becomes a key element, an axis,
linking different areas. Passage floor and walls are coated with
durable polyvinilchloride, immitating the decoration of wooden
battens and contrasting with metal ceiling which has seven dome
skylights. Careing to hold weightlessness of the building some
of the partitions are glazed in the same manner as the inner
sash-doors. Frames are colored black, just like the other high-
light details in the interior, e.g. kitchen block near cafe and the
furniture. There are two kinds of room lighting systems used
in the interior: strong functional light at the working and sport-
ing areas and an intimate one in the cafe.

Sports and wellness center is intended not only for those
concerned with their health, but also for those straying into the
park to sit down and relax a bit on the terrace or the cafe.
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“The Best
Thing I've Ever
Done”

FRANK O. GEHRY

»The best thing I've ever done* — this is how architect
Frank O. Gehry evaluates one of his works — DZ Bank office.

The building is located in Parizer Platz, nearby
Brandenburger Tor.

In the years following reunion of West and East
Germany, Parizer Platz development plan posed a special
challenge to architects.

The competition on DZ Bank office project, launched in
1995, was won by Frank O. Gehry, who was most efficient
in his efforts to satisfy the requirements in place.

Facade of the construction is clad in Italian limestone.
Proportions of window openings and closed spaces, as well
as general height of the building are in strict conformance
with each other and the preliminarily set conditions.

The reverse facade, opening onto Baerenstrasse, is also
faced with Italian limestone, but differs from the main facade
with segmentation and dynamics. This part of the building
represents a residential complex.

Austere geometrical forms of the exterior are reversed
into a firework of colours and materials on the inside. Glazed
atrium is a real masterpiece, leaving an indelible impression
on a visitor. In the middle a rectangular, wood-clad inner
courtyard there rises an amorphous titan-coated sculptural
form, accommodating a 100-seat conference hall arranged
inside and connected with the main entrance by two bridges.

Deep red colour of the carpet, covering the lower floor
of the atrium and white cloud-like glass sculptures of
American sculptor Nicolas Weinstein, efficiently matching the
sculptural architecture of Gehry, enliven the atmosphere and
give it a tinge of festivity to.

Atrium roofing, designed by constructor lorg Schleich,
is perfect both from the artistic and engineering point of view.
The roof — flattened over the entrance, gradually rises to
reach its culmination in one point. 200-ton stainless steel
construction, covering 61m long and 20m atrium, is rein-
forsed by no more 8 consoles, positioned at a 16,5 meters’
distance from each other.

Frank O. Gehry (Frank Efraim goldberg), author of this
unigue building, was born in 1929 in Toronto, Canada. Gehry
received his architectural education at the architectural fac-
ulty of Harward and Los Angeles Universities. In 1962 Gehry
opened his own architectural studio in Venice, California.

Frank O. Gehry is considered as one of the most promi-
nent representatives of constructivist style. Gehry’s most impor-
tant works are Vitra-design Museum building in Weil-am-Rein,
Germany and, of course, Gugenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain.

In 1990 Gehry was awarded with Pritzker Prize, and in
1999 he received a gold medal of the American Institute of
Architects.

Frank O. Gehry’s complex architectural-sculptural works
show gradual development from the intricate play of cubic
forms to complex design, based on advanced computer tech-
nologies.

NOTE:

Pritzker Prize - the highest architectural award of the world, was
established in 1979 by the owner of Hyatt network Jay A Pritzker
and his wife Sindy. After their death, the ward business is contin-
ued by Hyatt Foundation.

KETEVAN ODISHVILI,
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT FROM BERLIN
PHOTO BY KETEVAN ODISHVILI
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“The Best
Thing I've Ever
Done”

FRANK O. GEHRY

»The best thing I've ever done* — this is how architect
Frank O. Gehry evaluates one of his works — DZ Bank office.

The building is located in Parizer Platz, nearby
Brandenburger Tor.

In the years following reunion of West and East
Germany, Parizer Platz development plan posed a special
challenge to architects.

The competition on DZ Bank office project, launched in
1995, was won by Frank O. Gehry, who was most efficient
in his efforts to satisfy the requirements in place.

Facade of the construction is clad in Italian limestone.
Proportions of window openings and closed spaces, as well
as general height of the building are in strict conformance
with each other and the preliminarily set conditions.

The reverse facade, opening onto Baerenstrasse, is also
faced with Italian limestone, but differs from the main facade
with segmentation and dynamics. This part of the building
represents a residential complex.

Austere geometrical forms of the exterior are reversed
into a firework of colours and materials on the inside. Glazed
atrium is a real masterpiece, leaving an indelible impression
on a visitor. In the middle a rectangular, wood-clad inner
courtyard there rises an amorphous titan-coated sculptural
form, accommodating a 100-seat conference hall arranged
inside and connected with the main entrance by two bridges.

Deep red colour of the carpet, covering the lower floor
of the atrium and white cloud-like glass sculptures of
American sculptor Nicolas Weinstein, efficiently matching the
sculptural architecture of Gehry, enliven the atmosphere and
give it a tinge of festivity to.

Atrium roofing, designed by constructor lorg Schleich,
is perfect both from the artistic and engineering point of view.
The roof — flattened over the entrance, gradually rises to
reach its culmination in one point. 200-ton stainless steel
construction, covering 61m long and 20m atrium, is rein-
forsed by no more 8 consoles, positioned at a 16,5 meters’
distance from each other.

Frank O. Gehry (Frank Efraim goldberg), author of this
unigue building, was born in 1929 in Toronto, Canada. Gehry
received his architectural education at the architectural fac-
ulty of Harward and Los Angeles Universities. In 1962 Gehry
opened his own architectural studio in Venice, California.

Frank O. Gehry is considered as one of the most promi-
nent representatives of constructivist style. Gehry’s most impor-
tant works are Vitra-design Museum building in Weil-am-Rein,
Germany and, of course, Gugenheim Museum in Bilbao, Spain.

In 1990 Gehry was awarded with Pritzker Prize, and in
1999 he received a gold medal of the American Institute of
Architects.

Frank O. Gehry’s complex architectural-sculptural works
show gradual development from the intricate play of cubic
forms to complex design, based on advanced computer tech-
nologies.

NOTE:

Pritzker Prize - the highest architectural award of the world, was
established in 1979 by the owner of Hyatt network Jay A Pritzker
and his wife Sindy. After their death, the ward business is contin-
ued by Hyatt Foundation.

KETEVAN ODISHVILI,
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT FROM BERLIN
PHOTO BY KETEVAN ODISHVILI






* bBOmo Ne24. 2007




RMESNRIL

&@N65ILAL0
DONALDAS
TRAINAUSKAS o
30C0J3330RNTLN
DARIUS

BALIUKEVICIUS

L3NEM3BBN
306769 JL3dLO
SKIRMANTAS
VARNAUSKAS

4+ >SMJoBgddMMId0

340G ad@nmnmo donEm L4 + stdodgd@mmgdn™
— ©33Mbos 2001 Bgmb mn@ 3580, Jomad 30mbonlBo.
3oL ezt Bgdmgddgmgdom doFmgl Bomdmowagbl
3M535ma Bl 301930 gdmmn ©d ©o3mmdnMgdamo S6-
J0&9d@mMms Ranyo - ©mbsmmal GEMonbamb gabab,
M0l damom3930B80qbol, b3nmdabd el 3ombamb zob-
ob 3g8s00896emmdno.

53 39dmddgo 90053056g0m3b 956533EMMImmdgb o=
Jo&addmMgdo - v330eg 39396087, Je30bs 3oMboybL-
30969, m0bsb 3Mmaqgemabo.

340&9d@nOmmo donmmb dmmzsbgmdal L3gd@-
0 IM335mx3gMmM3560, ngo B9dmddgwgdomo IMsgaem-
3BM@ommEmMdom a5d3moMhgszs - bagMmmsBmEmobm 3m-
631bgddy, 30dmMmxygbgddg dMbaBamagmds, asbbmmzag-
mgdamn o9 asbbabmMzngmgdgmo Jomsdagadamgdo-
o0 3Mmgd@gdo, 6g30bdogFn L3gzogngobs ©d ©sbNT-
Bmemgdnl Bgbmda-baggdmdgdo, nb@gMogmgda, Mgzmb-
LGOI MmO MdNgdGgdo s o. 3. gb 63336950
Bomdmamagbgb oMdn@gd@nmmmo dogmmb’ 4+ -0l
193083000, 8506809396 boMabbl, Jdbosb ndagl.
3oL BmbBow dogbowaggds bndyzgdo: 3Mmegbommoa, gm-
Bosmmo, dmEm@n, Mgbdgd@edgma@on. Bgwggn o6-

Jo@ad®aMnmo 235ba5M©0bs ©d 0bGgmyd@ oo
dm3gdnb do@oMmgdgmos.

3 J0&9d@mEms boddosbmdal sMLL, sMs godmam-
Bomo 3MmaMads, sadgo 9339 BMMIntgdamo (3bm-
36900b Bgbo Fgoaqgbl, Msbsoiz mEgsbods@mmmmao §o-
m3b@0, 3mwbs, IMsezmdbeingn 30330Mgdn, Mgdm@e-
305 9958905 s Bamdsmmasl. Bamdmmoagbom mdngd-
G356, 0030l yzgms 3mMbEaB@memamos, momm-

gm0 3omasbn 3oL mmns, 3Mmggbommo amago-
35 @dbggbomns. ,4+“0lb dmsogamn sdm3abss, batmobbo-

360 3Mmgd@ g0l ofs 3mbzgadmmn JoBmegds, ssd-
0® 9339 30Bgmo, 33bbodbagBumo, FamdnGamo,
3Mmggbommn ©mbol BgbamRabgds, wsbggbs, godme-
39mx39Mm3zbgds.

6060 LOXNJI




i bEomo N:24. 2007

RNQRMI3N:
2004 6. - mo®30L 3 Jo@gd@mEms sbminsioal 33Mbabols
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ogbm LsdmasmgdMnga Fgbmdabmazal (m@&gbsl o. ©s 3.
d0b3060000L babgemmdal dodemnmogzal 193mbLEEmdz00)
2004 6. - cmo@30lb 9®Jo@gd@mmms sbminsigool 3ombabob

Bomodmnl gmzggemb monmo g9dmegbols odemmdo bawmzg-
agbm Mgamnbgdnmo 0b@gMngMmnbmgols (9Mmmdmagn be-
Bomdm L, 3mab@gbal™ menbon)

2003 6. - bagFmaBmMmEbm asdmxgbol ,,mn@39M0 M Jodqd-
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©5 3e@Enb babobermg 30M65L3n; Mbosg@mEgda: o. do-
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COMPETITIONS:

® International ideas competition "Laisves aleja - European communica-
tion space", Kaunas, 2005, honourable mention

® Extension of Utena public library, Utena 2004, | prize

® Monument in commemoration of 750th anniversary of coronation of King
Mindaugas (sculptor D. Liskevicius), Vilnius 2002

® Residence of Lithuanian Embassy in Warsaw, 2001, I-Il prize

® 6th International Plein Air Architectural Competition Szczecin 96,
"Concept for development of areas adjacent to the planned upgrading
of auxiliary city-airport in Sczecin-Dabie for sport and leisure functions”,
Sczecin, Poland, 1996, IV prize (co-authors M. Mankus, S. Kiaune)

® |ayout of the territory between the Uosto St., Sankryos St. and Naujosios
uosto St., 1996, Ill prize

AWARDS:

2004 Annual Exhibition of AAL Kaunas Branch, diploma for the  best
project in the public buildings category (reconstruction of Utena A.
and V. Miskiniai public library

2004 Annual Exhibition of AAL Kaunas Branch, diploma for the best inte-
rior realization (Office of the joint venture "Plastena)

2003 International exhibition "Lithuanian architecture 2000 - 2003: Glance
at Yourself*, diploma;

2003 International exhibition “Lithuanian architecture 2000 - 2003: Glance
at Yourself", diploma (for the project for a monument for the occasion
of 750th anniversary of coronation of King Mindaugas);

2003 International exhibition “Lithuanian architecture 2000 - 2003: Glance
at Yourself", diploma (for the Sport and Culture Palace in Kaunas, co-
authors A.Bublys, G.Balcytis, E.Miliunas, L.Tuleikis);

2003 Acknowledgement of Kaunas mayor "For Distinguished Signs of Culture
to the City"

2002 AAL exhibition "Architecture of Vilnius", diploma (for the project for a
monument for the occasion of 750th anniversary of coronation of King
Mindaugas)

1998 Yearly exhibition of AAL (Architects Association of Lithuania) Kaunas
Branch, diploma for the best project in the urban category (territory
between the River Dane and Pilies St., Joint venture "Baltic Shipyard“and
suggestions for Curonian Lagoon infrastructure projects)
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l'|+Ar(:hitects

Architectural studio 4+ Architects was founded in 2001 in Vilnius, Lithuania. Its
creative core is represented by a group of well-known architects with international
reputation - Donaldas Trainauscas, Darius Baliukevicius and Skirmantas Varnauskas,
who maintain close cooperation with architects Akvile Kepenyte, Elvina Varnauskiene
and Linas Krugelis.

4+ Architects is a complex architectural and artistic studio with a diverse work-
ing background, comprising international competitions, exhibitions, urban development
projects, constructions, interior designs, reconstructions, etc. These works visualize
the reputation of 4+ Architects, stand as a guarantee to its quality, create its image.
They can be well described by such epithets as professional, ingenuous, fashion-
able, respectable. The projects by 4+ emit the aura of architectural vanguard and
intellectual bohemia.

The vision, underlying creative activities of the studio is not an abstract action
plan, but an already formed mode of life, supplemented and directed by the ability
to organize, the expertise, diverse connections and reputation. Of the 4+ projects we
have represented here, each is conceptual, artistic and refined. The major goal of
the studio is to design top-quality projects - though not as a way of mass produc-
tion, but as the means of expressing, refining and diversifying certain professional
and cultural principles.
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Modernity
Saturated
with
Tradition

A new exhibition hall was recently opened
in the historical complex of Uplistsikhe.
Authors of the newly-implemented project are
architects David Makharoblishvili, David
Gogichaishvili, Nazibrola Koshadze and Gia
Sosanidze.

While working on the master plan, the
architects considered the peculiarity of his-
torically developed architectural setting, its form
and magnitude. Project development started
with creation of a conceptual program, incor-
porating architectural and landscaping dom-
inants, as well as retaining and expansion of
the existing visual communication systems.

Dimensions and volume of the exhibition
hall conform to the historical architectural and
natural background. Architectonics of the
building is distinguished with surprising diver-
sity of forms. The indoor spaces smoothly
pass over into open areas and synchronize
themselves with the surrounding landscape
— a traditionally Georgian form of architec-
ture, characterized by transparency and diver-
sity of perspectives, and transformed into a
source of creative energy, providing an effi-
cient environment one could wish for an exhi-
bition hall.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Residential
Space
Architectonics

A residential house (authors: architects Merab Gujabidze, Gela
Kobiashvili) was recently built in one of the fashionable districts of Thilisi.
Main accomplishment of the project is its close connection with the
surrounding space, the immediate environment. The construction is
very compact with main architectonic groups ingeniously connected
with each other. Its architectural composition is rather original and har-
monious. Volume of the building, composed of diverse geometric forms,
develops dynamically and flexibly. Unusual, light and uncomplicated
roofing acts as a dominating exterior detail.

Interior of the house is connected with the outer world by a range
of glazed surfaces, which expand its borders and let in a great deal
of sunlight and air. Constructional lightness of larger masses is reit-
erated by minor design elements, decorative compositions and acces-
sories. The house breathes in unison with its surroundings, offering
its inhabitants a comfortable living environment as well as the excit-
ing beat of city life.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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A Driving
Force Behind
the Art

Present-day reality is only capable of causing excite-
ment or boredom, but it does not reveal the future. Who
could suppose what becomes tomorrow of our current mate-
rial or spiritual values or even say how tangible they are
for today?

A key to successful design, uniting fashion with com-
fort, is integration of characteristic classical elements with
up-to-date details — this is a must for forming of a positive
living or business environment.

From among the Georgian architects, possessing this
rare skill, today we would like to once again discuss Amiran
Patarkalashvili, who never misses professional innovations
and strives to find his own uniqgue mode of expression.

Amiran Patarkalashvili's architecture reveals unusually
careful approach to form, color and exterior setting. One
can also single out integral special-volumetric composition
of the space, inflexed and diversified with minor details.

Very recently, Amiran Patarkalashvili designed interior
of “Peoples” Restaurant, located in the historical part of Thilisi.
The resulting interior, with its mixture of modern and clas-
sical motives, fully corresponds to what we said above. Each
detail is tastefully color matched and positioned to conform
to the general beat and draw the visitor's attention as an
episode in a movie or an actor on the stage.

Moderate planning solution is, again and again, coun-
terbalanced by careful attention to minor details, which serve
to highlight the overall style. Texture of finishing materials
lightens and visually expands the space; warm, soothing
colors harmoniously match the reflecting surfaces, interior
zones are differentiated by colora and mobile partitions. Interior
has a curios glowing effect, formed by transparent deco-
rations, glittering accessories, synthesis of natural and arti-
ficial lighting.

“Peoples” clearly reflects the author's personality. Its
interior atmosphere is a mobile representation of the pub-
lic culture, sensitive to any change in the outer world.

The restaurant, offering a perfect setting for leisure and
fun, is quickly turning gaining in popularity.

Evidently, the architect's expectations have been fully
justified. He knows that his professional activities are only
a particle inside something more important and general and
— strange as it might sound — this is a driving force behind
his art.
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Beauty Space Functional

Correct space organization, harmony of colors and materials, skill-
ful finishing and lighting, interesting interior design and well-chosen
furniture, tasteful accessories alongside with clear identity and style,
conforming the functional meaning of the space... - such are attrib-
utes, describing a successful architectural solution.

Interior of Elit Electronics, designed by Nia MgalobliSvili, la
Liparteliani, Sopho Shevardnadze, provide an open and comfortable
working environment with refined, purpose-specific style, correspon-
ding to modern requirements.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY IRAKLI BLUISHVILI
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Modern
Classical
design

This residential interior, designed by Nia mga-
loblishili, la Liparteliani, Sophio Shevardnadze boasts
clear functional organization and refined architec-
tonics, diversity and high quality of forms, which merge
together into an integral space. Original language
of sculptural plasticity, lighting, proportion and move-
ment graphics, combined with advanced technolo-
gy and modern construction materials, form an orig-
inal composition, which is much more than an arti-
ficial structure, based on technological innovations.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY IRASKLI BLUISHVILI
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Any original setting draws attention as much as a
personality, because in both cases they contain an
essence of the qualities we value most.

In art-cafe “Tan Tsaighe” (literally translated as “take
away with you”), settled in a small, pretty street in down-
town Thilisi, each corner reminds of something pleas-
ant, something vaguely dear and beautiful. The inside
of the establishment is not just a comfortable interior.
It conserves happiness and artistically merges with the
reality. Various fragments of the interior, marked off with

s e YR B

L] g [

- i ma

original furniture and accessories, add up to general
charm of the space, which saturates the atmosphere
and enlivens the interior. This process never ends in
“Tan Tsaighe”.

Visitors are free to pick up and take away any
object, decorating cafe interior, thus taking immediate
part in the perpetual rejuvenation of art-cafe design.
The cafe contains furniture and decorative articles by
Lela Bagrationi, Sophie Gongliashvili, Guga Kotetishvili,
Rati Eradze and many other gifted artists. It is obvi-

ously hard to stay indifferent to this ongoing exhibition
especially that the unordinary interior design brings to
the fore originality of every single object and catches
the eye of occasional onlookers.

Cafe interior, created by designers Marina Natsviishvili
and Nato Eristavi, fully conforms to the requirements
of its “inhabitants”, who feel free to work, take rest and
protect this unique world of harmony and surprise.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY GIORGI BARSEGIANI
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Professionalism
Level as
Defined by
Result

Residential interiors designed by archi-
tect Aleko Korkotashvili stand a proof to top
notch qualification. Each of these spaces,
with its parameters, contents or stylistic fin-
ishing is radically different from the others,
but their architectonics is fully modemn,
unordinary and completely cosmopolitan. The
"clients" did not make a mistake - architect
realized their thoughts perfectly well.

A considerably small space distributed
on two levels in one case and a vast one-
level expanse of interior volume in the other
develop with equal dynamics, supported by
inner structure of the rooms and their effi-
cient distribution. Original design, diversity
of architectural forms and dynamic graph-
ics endow the resulting spaces with extra

I_..._‘_:i. expressivity.
o NINO LAGHIDZE
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Professionalism
Level as
Defined by

Result

Residential interiors designed by archi-
tect Aleko Korkotashvili stand a proof to top
notch qualification. Each of these spaces,
with its parameters, contents or stylistic fin-
ishing is radically different from the others,
but their architectonics is fully modern,
unordinary and completely cosmopolitan. The
"clients" did not make a mistake - architect
realized their thoughts perfectly well.

A considerably small space distributed
on two levels in one case and a vast one-
level expanse of interior volume in the other
develop with equal dynamics, supported by
inner structure of the rooms and their effi-
cient distribution. Original design, diversity
of architectural forms and dynamic graph-
ics endow the resulting spaces with extra
expressivity.
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Pab Restaurant -
Big Ben

The comfortable and peaceful interior of this restaurant has
been created by Dimitri Tophuridze.

Its unusual and memorable design is based on dynamic and
flexible planning with clearly delimited zones, which nevertheless
leave an impression of integrity. Semicircular, fully glazed wall fills
the space with air and sunlight and merges the interior into the
magnificent panorama of Thilisi. Unusual combinations of construction
materials, distribution of dominant elements and accessories
allowed the designers to form a free and original atmosphere, a
place, which is always a pleasure to visit.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Functionalism
at Its Best

For an interior to acquire a definitive
image, it requires involvement of a professional
who will interpret the concept and express it
in his own way. While creating an interior, a
designer skillfully removes unfavorable traits
and builds up an atmosphere, corresponding
to the client's wishes and/or the purpose of
the interior.

The above exactly corresponds to the inte-
rior of University,s Library (reading-hall) designed
by architect Merab Guijejiani. Original coloring
solution renders the space transparent and light
and creates an efficient and advantageous back-
ground to any object. Which is especially
important is that all the components of the inte-
rior are put in right places and possess a mon-
umental quality. Graphic precision of the design
is further accentuated by lighting. Parallel and
perpendicular lines, dynamic curves interrupt-
ing the general transparency of the space, struc-
ture the interior and facilitate orientation. The
melodious flow of the design is set off by vari-
able rhythms and tonalities.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Style
|dentification
ISsues

Designing of a residential interior is a com-
plex and responsible issue. People, choosing this
or that style for their houses, actually define their
environment and living style for years to come,
while the environment of a house extends a great
deal of influence — both positive and negative —
on its inhabitants.

The interior presented in this article has been
created by designer Merab Gujejiani. He imple-
mented this project considering the taste and inter-
ests of its owners as well as her own professional
experience, which motivated her to create a dis-
tinctively graphical and brightly colored house with
unexpected design solutions and comfortable
planning.

Within the overall design, this each particu-
lar room stands out according to its function. These
contrasts, as well as smaller constructional and
decorative elements, far from disrupting the unin-
hibited atmosphere of the house, create a pleas-
ant feeling of weightlessness, visually expand and
diversify the space. Lighting design plays an impor-
tant role in the interior, highlighting the form, stress-
ing the depth and intensity of colors.

House interior design is a realization of its
owners’ taste, social status and lifestyle. Today,

when the importance of functionality, simplicity and
rationalism increases dalily, the atmosphere of com-
fort, indispensable for any living space, can be
created only with the designer's professional
assistance.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Interior

Interior, designed by architect Merab Gujejiani,
is saturated with modern aesthetics and dominant
stylistic elements. Simple planning and strict
graphic forms remind us of functional traditions.
Textures and colors, free volumes and forms, min-
imum of local overtones and decorations clearly
highlight originality of the design and profession-
alism of its authors.

The interior space with its light, breathing atmos-
phere evokes the associations of fragility and del-
icacy. Small number of decorative details is com-
pensated by color contrasts and geometric forms.
In spite of all its piquancy, interior design does
not disturb one with excessive originality. On the
emotional plane, the house fully conforms to the
taste and character, day-to-day life aesthetics of
its dwellers.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Office
Interior

Nowadays, an efficiently
designed public space offers not
just comfort, but above all origi-
nality and a distinctive character,
transforming the outside life accord-
ing to its own laws.

Light and integral office inte-
riors, created by architects Kakha
Dekanoidze and Giorgi Peradze -
skillful designs with tasteful deco-
ration and refined furniture and a
variety of physical and virtual bar-
riers, formed by coloring, acces-
sories and furniture shapes - form
a perfect, unforgettable atmos-
phere for work and interaction.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Diversity of Forms

In this small city suburb house, realized according to the project
by young architect Natia Gokadze, volumetric compositions are char-
acterized with special interrelation of mass and space. The author's
goal is to create an emotionally charged environment, attaching pri-
mary importance to diversity of forms and providing of special back-
ground meaning to modern and traditional architectural decor. Overall
design comprises innovative, modern-style decorative motives, volu-
metric and plastical solutions and rhythms, merging into a comfort-
able, positive atmosphere.

Natia Gokadze's deep perception of reality and spiritual dialectics
of the world shows itself with equal clarity in her photos. Both in archi-
tecture and in photography, Natia's style is terse but poetic, endow-
ing each work with specific charm and emotional coloring, integrity
and melodiousness.

NINO LAGHIDZE
PHOTO BY NATIA GOKADZE
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Residential
interior

This time, we have an opportunity to describe
several realized residential interior designed by
Zurab and David Nikolaishvili.

The distinguishing traits of their architecture
are flexibility, originality and elegance, forming an
inspiring environment tailored to meet the require-

bEomo Ne24. 2007‘

ments of a family intending to live therein.
Seeming simplicity of the concept is merged with
functionality and comfort, allowing further “per-
sonalization” and creation of a unique living atmos-
phere.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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Remains of Pichvnari settlement; excavation in progress
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Joint Georgian-British Archaeological
Expedition in Pichvnari

MR IGN 00O, 3MEI®S d3B.V L.
MANANA ODISHELI, PHD, ART HISTORIAN LOOMMBBNRE, 2007 6.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY, 2007 Colchic tetri — a 5th century B.C. coin
extracted from a tomb (2007)

Pichvnari is located to the north from Kobuleti, in Ajara
Region, at the confluence of Choloki and Ochkhamuri rivers.
This area has been populated since the 8th-7th centuries B.C.
and contains important signs of Bronze Age and early Iron
Age cultures as well as the period of Greek colonization.

In 1948-1952, several treasures discovered in Pichvnari
attracted the interest of archaeologists. In the 1950’ies minor
architectural research was conducted in this area, and in 1966
systematic excavation works were started by archaeologi
expedition of Batumi N. Berdzenishvili Scientific Institute,
vised by professor Amiran Kakhidze. The expedition
very successfully for 30 years, until 1991, when di
USSR left the scientists without funds required to col
research.

Relaunching of Pichvnari expedition in this difficul
became possible due to professor Michael Vickers,
visited Georgia in 1994. Heartfelt hospitality of the
archaeological community deepened his interest toward the' |
culture in spite of the dire situation which existed then in th
country. The idea of joint research in Pichvnari area emerged
after his personal meeting with professor Amiran Kakhidze.

'l‘" Jw&"i.' o

d3. 6. V LIMXBIMO LO3OdGL, RMIN RS 3JN3T30N
- Y A jar and beads from the 5th century B.C. Colchic sepulchre

OMNBOXMLA, LOBITLOBBLIBRD FIMFIR(), d3BV U,
306d6 IR 6I3HMSM(), 2007 6. Aribalus — ointment vessel,
5th century B.C., Greek necropolis (2007)

—

36I30MHISIR0 LOZOAB(). A dissected sepulchre

Ashmolean Museum, with which Michael Vickers cooperates
as a guardian of Greek and Roman antiquities, possesses a
great deal of experience in the sphere of international expe-
ditions. The Museum, with the support of Jesus College, Oxford,
set up its first expedition of Georgian and British scientists to
Pichvnari in 1998, while necessary funding was donated by
Oxford University, the British Academy, British Archaeology Institute
in Ankara, Oxford Craven Committee and Marjory Wardrop
.-’ Foundation.
Since then, the expedition has been working in two direc-
- tions, studying the territories of Pichvnari necropolis and set-
al tlement. On-site research, involving scientists and students from
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, Belgium, Holland, Germany
and Czech Republic, provides important data about the inter-
relation of local and Greek cultures as well as trade and mili-
tary activities, centered in Pichvnari in the 5th-4th centuries B.C.

In 2004, findings of the joint expedition were covered in
a special publication, titled “Pichvnari-1". Pichvnari expedition
runs a dedicated website, and Ashmolean Museum stores a
collection of archaeological exhibits and photos, reflecting the
research.

There is still a lot of work ahead — unanswered ques-
tions, uncovered materials...

Using this opportunities, we would like to thank all the
organizations and individuals, who helped us to take a deep-
er look into the history of our country, spread this knowledge
worldwide and establish links of friendship and cooperation
between Georgia and the UK.

JONL LO3dAB(), d3BYV L.,
3J6AJEIRN LOZOGMB6(, 2007 &
A woman's tomb, 5th century B.C.,
Greek sepulchre (2007)
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Presentation of Avlabari
Urban Planning and
Development Master
Plan Concept

On October 8 2007, Sheraton Metechi Palace Hotel
hosted a presentation.

From October 5 to October 8, development compa-
nies Arci, Libo+ and Sasco conducted a workshop, aiming
at development of Avlabari (old Thilisi) Urban Planning and
Development Master Plan. Based on the invitation of
Georgian companies, there were 13 foreign architects par-
ticipating in the workshop: Lance Brown, Ziv Lavi and Rob
Lane from the USA, Pablo Iglesias, Tchaik Chassay and
Robert Elkins from the UK, Dieter Pfannenstiel, Heiner Limbrok
and Felix Vogelpohl from Germany, Oleg Haman and Peter
Neuman from the Czech Republic and Patrik Goditiabois
and Greet Blervacq from Belgium.

This first instance of coordination between the com-
peting development companies is due to the initiative of
Libo+.
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Founded along the historic Silk Route, Georgia's capital city still plays an important
role as a trade and transit center due to its strategic location at the crossroads between
Europe and Asia.

Fifteen years after the break-up of the Soviet Union the country is in the process of
reinforcing its prowestern orientation, promoting a market economy and implementing eco-
nomic reforms, restructuring the social sector and at the same time upgrading dismantled
and dysfunctional social protection system.

For Georgia while being in transition, the lack of adequate urban planning and hous-
ing policies involves great risks for the future of its cities and stands as a challenge for
new housing projects, which should serve as actual instruments for the qualification of the
proper urban growth and development.

We would like to draw your attention to a project, which will be implemented by the
Swiss organizations in cooperation with the Faculty of Urban Planning and Design of the
Georgian Technical University in Georgia.

The point is that during the last years one of the most prestigeous Swiss architectur-
al schools - Academy of Architecture of Mendrisio, founded by Mario Bota, has been imple-
menting in the different parts of the world projects, fostering involvement of local authori-
ties and architectural communities into settlement of such an important issue as housing
of socially vulnerable members of local population.

Similar projects, implemented in Tucuman (Argentina) in 2003, in Mexicali (Mexico) in
2004, in Nanjing (China) in 2005, in Johannesburg (South Africa) in 2006
(www.wish.arch.unisi.ch), attracted a great deal of public attention worldwide.

Initially, Academy of Architecture of Mendrisio intended to implement this year's proj-
ect in India, but active involvement of Ernesto Morosin, Thilisi-based member of Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation and his personal meetings with representatives
of Georgian and Swiss architectural schools and UNECE administration (participating in
the mentioned project as one of partner organizations) played a decisive role in identify-
ing Thilisi as a site for project implementation in 2007.

Main partners of the Academy of Architecture of Mendrisio within WISH 2007 are:
- Faculty of Urban Planning and Design, Georgian Technical University
- SDC — Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation — Switzerland
- UNECE - United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
- Embassy of Switzerland in Georgia
- Urban Planning Department of Thilisi Municipality.

Sponsors and supporters of the project are:

- Georgian Technical Universoty (rector: Mr. Archil Motsonelidze)

- Architectural and construction companies: CID-Architecture (director Nik Shavishvili) and
JSC Iberia Real Estate (director Ramaz Mosashvili).

Key goals of the project are as follows:

- To provide academic knowledge on social housing field to students resulting in wider
professional opportunities.

- To contribute to the improvement of architectural and urbanistic qualities of social hous-
ing through the elaboration of a concrete architectural and urban project in Thilisi.

- To initiate and contribute to debate on Social Housing as part of overall Housing Policy
need in Georgia.

- To favour the knowledge-exchange between relevant local institutions (government, uni-
versity, international operators, and private sector).




On July 28, Swiss side of the project sent to
Georgia a delegation consisting of 5 students:
Romina Grilo (Italy), Oscar Antonio Maradiaga
(USA), Philipp R.W. Urech (Switzerland), Jose
Alfredo Uresti Garza (Mexico) and Fabrizio Ballabio
(Italy) and 2 supervisors: professors Martino Pedrozzi,
programme director (Switzerland) and Otto Crausbeck,
assistant (Argentina). On the Georgian side, the for-
eign delegation was hosted by professor Gocha
Mikiashvili, dean of the Faculty of Urban Planning
and Design of the Georgian Technical University,
professor Nika Shavishvili, head of the Department
of History and Theory of Architecture, professor Gia
Natsvlishvili, deputy dean of the Faculty of Urban
Planning and Design of the Georgian Technical
University, professors Lado Vardosanidze and Natia
Jokhadze, experts of UNECE - Economical
Commission for Europe and a group of five Georgian
students (David Giorgadze, Gigi Shukakidze, Levan
Jamagidze, Mamuka Makhoshvili and Janek
Shikhiashvili).

From July 30 to August 5, Georgian Technical
University hosted international seminar on Social
Housing. Each workday was very busy, interesting
and beneficial. Participants presented and discussed
several issues, connected with the problems of social
housing, architecture and urban development and
visited social housing sites, previously identified for
this purpose by Urban Planning Department of Thilisi
Municipality.

On August 6, Georgian students together with
their Swiss counterparts left for Mendrioso, where
they worked on project development. Joint activi-
ties were concluded on September 24 by a large
exhibition, opening of which was attended by rep-
resentatives of different European architectural
schools. The exhibition clearly showed public impor-
tance of the issue.

On October 4, exhibition hall of Universi Hallery
hosted the exhibition of joint works by Georgian and
foreign students. The exposition was highly evalu-
ated by professionals.

For your information, next WISH projects will
be implemented in the Near East in 2008 and in
India in 2009.
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In the present-day general background of strained
geopolitical and social-economic relations between Georgia
and Russia every positive event stands out as a hope
for future positive development of peaceful neighborhood.

New contacts, refreshment of existing ties with rep-
resentatives of the artistic community of our neighbor coun-
try, promotion of their art, deepening of cultural dialogue,
personal meetings between Georgian and Russian artists
acquire special importance.

On May 8-19 2007 Racha Region (West Georgia
highland) hosted the second workshop of Georgian and
Russian artists. The event, christened “Georgian Plenary”,
took place in an old house in Chkvishi Village.

Participants of the action were, on the one hand,
artists Ivan Sotnikov and Alexander and Olga Florenski
— founders of the vanguard art group Mitki, popular in
Russia in the 1980-1990%ies, and, on the other hand, RestArt
Group, represented by Georgian artists Vakhtang Bugadze,
Misha Shengelia, Mamuka Japaridze and Kote Jincharadze.

RestArt can be interpreted as “leisure through art”
or, if twisted another way — “the art of leisure”. On the
other hand, “restart” is a computer neologism, meaning
“to recharge”, “to refresh”. Ambiguous title of the Georgian
art group fell in full conformance with the character of the
action, organized for the second time in Kote Jincharadze’s
old family house (the first workshop was held in 2005).

The workshop had a very diverse and lively program.
Guests, impressed by beautiful Racha landscapes, com-
mitted themselves fully to painting and drawing. Each morn-
ing participants arranged sightseeing tours to nearby his-
torical monuments, then conducted seminars and mas-
ter classes. There was a great deal of discussion and
experience-sharing. Unexpectedly for the artists, an
impromptu exhibition arranged in the village club on the
last day of Georgian Plenary caused immense interest
among the local population. Supervisors found it neces-
sary to explain the meaning and purpose of their action
and underline the role of art in present-day life and neces-
sity of arranging such cultural events. Naive and original
art of the Russian guests charmed and amused the locals.
Ivan Sotnikov, Alexander and Olga Florenski reflected Racha
landscapes on up to 100 paintings and drawings. Mamuka
Japaridze occupied the abandoned village smith??, turn-
ing the place into an English-style pub. Armed with a lap-
top and a series of John Cage paintings, Mamuka edu-
cated the local youngsters on the basics of modern art.
A series of post-modernist envelopes, designed by Misha
Shengelia, was matched by compositions “Tseretelma
Dagvibara” and “Racha Bacon”, based on regional
motives. Vakho Bugadze presented installation “Panther
in the Straw” and photo-project “Forlorn Gates”, protest-
ing against present-day problems of the region, post-Soviet
inheritance and pseudo-melancholic mood. On the last
evening of the workshop, Kote Jincharadze produced instal-
lation “Let Us Talk About The Art’, visualizing Niko
Pirosmani’'s famous words and actually animated by work-
shop participants.

The conclusive exhibition, organized in the Museum
of History in Thilisi, won the hearts of the Georgian artis-
tic community. The exhibition ended on May 27.

The workshop is over. Summary: one more successful
attempt at cultural dialogue made, friendly relationships
and artistic cooperation established between Georgian and
Russian artists. We believe that these results will multi-
ply in the future and motivate new meetings, new cre-
ative contacts and joint projects.

Participants of Georgian Plenary Workshop pay their
gratitude to Karvasla Gallery and the Museum of History
of Thilisi for active support.

PROJECT SUPERVISORS — KOTE JINCHARADZE AND ALEXANDER
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SCULPTURE...

THE ART OF IMAGINING A FORM AND ADAPTING IT TO THE

MEANING, WHICH SHOULD DEFINE ITS CHARACTER...

Background Data

Name — Irakli Tsuladze

Date of birth — October 29 1973

Professional experience:

1997 — Graduated from Thilisi Academy of Art (fac-
ulty of Fine Arts, department of Sculpture)

1999-2002 — internship in Thilisi Academy of Art
(same profile)

Since 2002 — active work in Georgia and Europe.

Public opinion — interesting and diverse personal-
ity

Preferences — music, human relations, blue color

Wishes — to let his art, with its form and mean-
ing, advance ahead of time

What would he change in himself? — The depth
of his own perception

Current activities — constant search for perfection,
constant struggle.

THE BIRTH OF WINE

Created in 2002 for Park of Europe, Lithuania.

This is a modern-style conceptual object, where
the sense of integrity is reached through composition-
al integration of closed volumes. The volume, filled with
emptiness, torn edges of the vessel and the illusion of
wine being born to be suddenly changed by a feeling
of disappointment: because wine does not belong where
it was born.

Materials: iron, steel, oil

Dimensions: 270 x 150 x 160

FIRST RAIN

Thilisi, where they love bronze color...

Gudiashvili Square: pouring rain and children’s voic-
es...

Sheltered under an umbrella stands a couple, voic-
ing their emotions in barely audible whisper...

Material: bronze

Dimensions: 260 x 110 x 110

WA=

Created for the modern art biennale and current-
ly stored in Antanas Monchys House Museum, Palanga
Lithuania.

Dynamic form, following the tide. Captured frag-
ment of incessant, constantly changing motion of a wave,
so alive, that you expect this frozen figure to finish its
movement and hit the land any moment — or maybe
it is time that is about to stop when you are looking
at the sculpture?

Material: stainless steel

Dimensions: 600 x 70

On September 26, 2007, the city of Batumi will
host the conclusive stage of the International Festival
of Orthodox Christian Films “St. Andrew’s Cross”, ded-
icated to the 30th anniversary of the Catholicos-
Patriarch of Georgia in office. The Festival featured a
series of sculptures by Irakli Tsuladze, one of which
was passed to His Holiness the Catholicos-Patriarch
of Georgia.

RUSUDAN NIKOLOZISHVILI

.
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Metal is an important design element, enjoying increasing pop-
ularity in both public and residential interiors. Metal accessories
are efficient key points, providing logical finishing to architectural
compositions - quite often, their form and volume determine over-
all interior and exterior design.

Philosophy of this natural element, implying speed motion in
any of their diverse forms, suggests creative ideas and plays an
important role in creation of the best samples of modern design.

In this regard, activities of artist Giorgi Jinoridze, who strives
to express his unusual design ideas through metal, appear
diverse and original.

Giorgi Jinoridze's works are marked with high performance
skill and individuality, reflecting both the author's inner world and
the taste of the person ordering this or that particular design. His
art integrates classical background of modemn art and his own
emotional self into unforgettably colorful personal style, leaving an
indelible impression on the onlookers.

NINO LAGHIDZE
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“Crystal Voyage

The style of the great Petersburg jeweler Karl Faberge, the dynamics of
the present day and the technologies of the 21st century are all reflected in
the fashion jewelry bearing the Petersburg trade name Etalon-Jenavi. The col-
laboration with Swarovski introduces new perspectives to Russian jewelry design.

When the company Jenavi was founded in St. Petersburg in 1991 the
Russian economy was experiencing a major crisis. Nevertheless, the family
business, managed by the Protopopov family, rapidly developed into the largest
fashion jewelry manufacturer in Russia and today employs several thousand
members of staff. The production facilities were expanded, the company bought
the buildings of the traditional Petersburg works Etalon, and in combining the
names Etalon and Jenavi not only signalized their business expansion, but also
married traditional Petersburg jewelry skills with contemporary fashion jewelry
production.

Jewelry from the house of Etalon-Jenavi is manufactured in accordance
with the very finest jewelry making techniques — hence the products are eas-
ily mistaken for real jewelry. The jewelry pieces are plated with gold (plating
thickness: 0.5 micron), silver (9 to 40 micron) and rhodium (0.2 micron) using
electroplating methods. Stones used include semi-precious stones from the Ural
Mountains, Bernstein, real coral or artificially grown pearls. For avant-garde jew-
elry creations Etalon-Jenavi uses leather, fur and crystal — and this is where
the collaboration with Swarovski gained particular importance. They have worked
together for seven years.

Q

The quality and variety of Swarovski crystal enhanced Etalon-Jenavi pro-
duction and played a significant part in increasing productivity. Although the
designer team at Etalon-Jenavi is very small — there are only three people —
the range has since grown to include more than 5000 jewelry variations. Between
10 and 12 new collections are launched every year. The ring selection is par-
ticularly impressive. The Etalon-Jenavi range is not only the largest on the Russian
marked, it is the largest in Europe.

bEomo Ne24. 2007 W

The current collections are very diverse and
symbolize the dynamics of our time. From cheeky
and eccentric to classically elegant or even roman-
tically pretty, there exists something for all tastes.
Of course there is jewelry for men as well. The
“Rocker” collection was specifically created with men
in mind. A jubilee collection has been created the
10th anniversary and, for the first time ever, a chil-
dren’s collection is being prepared for the next sea-
son.

The Protopopov family has often been to
Wattens to visit Swarovski, meet his employees on
site and explore the crystal Worlds. “We use
Swarovski crystal in many models”, explains Viktoria
Protopopova. “We respect the company’s trend com-
petence and expertise. Russian ladies love Swarovksi
crystal — they are fascinated by the amazing vari-
ety of shapes and sizes, the play of light and spec-
tral colors, as well as the unique brilliance. Owning
a piece of hewelry bearing Swarovski crystal is a
real status symbol in Russia too.”

One parallel with Swarovski is particularly
obvious: like Swarovski, Etalon-Jenavi also attach-
es great importance to the exciting presentation of
its jewelry creations. The display cabinets in St.
Petersburg invite you to linger and be amazed, as
they not only display beautiful jewelry, but they are
the inspiration for a journey through time and space
as well. Some models provoke associations with
Norwegian Fjords, others remind you of the
advanced civilizations in Egypt or Greece. In short:
The Swarovski and Etalon-Jenavi cooperation has
enriched fashion and jewelry design with its trend
competence and up-to-date inspiration.

LALI BAKHTADZE
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How to Lead a
Healthy Life

An integral part of the healthy lifestyle is healthy nutrition.
Arrangement of strategically important areas of the house —
the kitchen and dining zones — clearly reflects the taste and
preferences of its owner. A dedicated dining zone makes it
impossible to eat on the run, but on the other hand the oppor-
tunities it offers are not limited to just family breakfast, lunch
and dinner. Further impact can be achieved by selection of
stylized crockery and cutlery, appropriate music, friendly atti-
tude toward the commensals — in other words, this is art, requir-
ing a very careful approach.

After it occurred to our far ancestors that food should be
eaten in an orderly manner, crockery has become a top require-
ment in every household. Since then, crockery as a design
theme offers a great deal of maneuvering space and chal-
lenges to people with creative imagination. As in any other
walk of life, this sphere has its famous names, outstanding
events and milestones.

Modern Zepter crockery and kitchen utensils, highly pop-
ular and demanded throughout the world, not only add vari-
ety in dining zone interior design, but also sets standards for
healthy eating. Development of Zepter production technology
started half a century ago in Switzerland. Nowadays, Zepter
works both on mass production and individual orders, creat-
ing a wide variety of designs, satisfying any taste conceivable.

We asked consultants of Georgian representation of
Zepter — Tamila Pertia and Marina Makharadze — to tell us
about the specialties of Zepter products. The summary is most
favorable: unique, ultra-modern design, environment-friendly and
healthy materials, special production technology, thermal con-
servation systems, long-term service and affordable prices can
indeed make Zepter welcome in any household.

NINO LAGIDZE
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